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ufual mode, and flayed at the comers; with two knees or ribs, 
infide, exactly above the wheels, and about five feet from the ends, 
which will leave ten feet in the centre. 

Two keels of fcantUng, about fix inches fquare, and eighteen 
inches afunder, mull be laid along the centre of the bottom to 
receive the wheels ; or if this is not found fufficient, a framing, 
of the fame dimenfions as the bottom of the boat may be con- 
ftruaedto receive the wheels, and on this framing the boat may b- 
built, which will be fufficient to fupport the weight while file is ou, 

of water. 

The wheels, which may be from fix to ten inches in diameter, are 
to be two feet diftance from the extremities ; and may be call, axle 
and wheel, in one piece, and turned at the fhpulders; or a wrought 
iron axle if neceffary, which axle may move on brafsor non Heps. 

The wheels being thus finall, and lhortin the axle, will lie clofe 

under the bottom of the boat, fecure from the P offiblU ^ 
ing the fides of the canal, or receiving injury; the keels, 

platform, which compofe the bottom, being cafed with thin boaid, 
will cover every thing but a part of die wheel run, as reprefented 

A B The chains on the end are for the purpofe of hooking the 

boat 'to the leading chains of the inclined plane. In 

jeaions which may be fuggefted againft the formation of this boat, 

I conceive only three can arife. 

Firft, The diameter of the wheels being finall may occaf.on fome 
additional friflion, in palling the machmery. 

Secondly, The poffibiUty of the wheels being injured. 

* 

P i Thirdly , 





